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Adieu Mata Hari,
Cloak and Dagger

By Walter Laqueur

, WASHINGTON
his has been a season of

defections and mishaps .

fqr the secret servites

in Europe, raising per-

turbing questions for

spy. masters in the

West and even more so in the East.
West. German counterintelligence
has to be rebuilt more or lesg from
scratch in the wake of the defection,
in August, of the high-ranking officer
Hans Joachim Tiedge, and there is no
reason to assume that the last moles
in Bonn have been flushed qut. The
discovery of French Government
complicity in the sinking of, the
Greenpeace ship has made it neces-
sary for the French to get rid of the di-
rector general of their secret service.
But there is be no rejoicing these
days in K.G.B. headquarters either:
No fewer than three high-level Soviet
spies have defected in the last few
months, and Soviet defections weigh
10 times as heavily as Western ones.

Western society is, after all, open and -

easy to penetrate; political secrets
virtually do not. exist. The Soviet
Union is a closed society, and
breaches of security are much more
damaging. Besides, even if the
K.G.B. were only half as good as its
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reputation, it should have known that
Vitaly Yurchenko, who defected in
Rome in July, had been a double

- agent for more than a decade.

Even worse, the K.G.B. must also
worry now about whether or not its
agents are torruptibie. It is unlikely
that this summer’s defections were
the last. There was. a time when
Soviet agents abroad were deeply
motivated. But their place has been
taken by a new genmeration of spies
who are better educated and more
skeptical about ideology. Opportun-
ism seems to play an increasing role,
reinforced by doubts about the re-
gime they serve, and it cannot be
taken for granted that all will resist
the temptations of the decadent West.

How significant are these incidents
for either side? There is a tendency
among the public at large to exagger-
ate both successes and failures in in-
telligence, largely because few peo-
ple have a clear conception of what
intelligence can and cannot do. Intel-
ligence is not an end in itself and does
not have a life of its own; the conse-
quences of a certain operation can be-
assessed anly in a wider context.

Consider three examples. Pearl
Harbor was the greatest intelligence
failure in American history — and yet
without it the American people might
never have been galvanized into a
major war effort.

Second, some 20 years ago, the
East Germans planted an agent ciose
to Willy ‘Brandt. They must have
thought this a fantastic success, but
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ot
hall. Nor is it likely that they knew
very much about the intentions of
their masters. Pwmwo:ud
presidents, prime
chiefs of staff rarely take inteiligence
agents into their confidenee.

Does this mean that noe.
longer matters? Far t. True,
the Russians do not need spies to find -

preoccupied

strategic deception. It has some in-
terest ih Soviet technology but noth-
ing like the Soviet Union’s over-
whelming concern with the acquisi-
tion of hight technology from the West. -
True, the Russians also want as full a
picture as possible about everything
happening in the West, but given the
extent of what is readily available to
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